
A 

In the two poems “The Barred Owl” and “The History Teach” the poets talk about how they convey their 

messages to kids. However, the two poems differ in the ways that they share their information. They both lie to the 

children about the events that happened but they do it in two very different ways.  

In “The Barred Owl” the owl is referring to some kind of parent. This parent when they wake the child says 

that all they heard was the noise from an owl. The poet in this poem is using personification to make the owl seem 

more human, which the child does not understand but the parents do to try and make the child feel safe. In the case 

the parent is lying to the child but is not doing so in a way that will end up hurting the child in the long run. 

However, in “The History Teacher,” the teacher is teaching his students about different historical events. The 

teacher teaches these events the best way he believes that he can using imagery to make the historical events seem 

kid friendly and more forgiving than they actually were. This is seen when the poet said that the ice age is when they 

all had to wear sweaters. This is the history teacher teaching the children the watered down and modified versions of 

history. The teacher believes he is protecting his students but later in the poem we see that what he taught them was 

not protecting them from anything. The difference between “The Barred Owl” and “The History Teacher is that in 

“The Barred Owl” the lie the parent told will not hurt the children in the long run as the teacher from “The History 

Teacher” is lying and his lies can and are hurting the children he is trying to protect.  

In conclusion, Both “The Barred Owl” and “The History Teacher” are poems about adults lying to children. 

The poems show the two different outcomes of what can happen when you lie to your children. The first makes the 

child feel safe and comforted while the other puts the child in danger and does not protect them from the harsh 

reality.  

  



B 

A Barred Owl and The History teacher are two poems conveying messages to children, and both messages 

are similar. These poems both use different literary devices to convey their message to children, and they are both 

similar and different in the way they tell their messages.  

To start, A Barred Owl is giving a more reassuring message to a child who is woken up at night by an owl’s 

screeching. The girl is told that it’s just an owl asking anyone listening who cooks for them. The seventh and eighth 

lines say “Words, which can make our terrors bravely clear, Can also thus domesticate a fear.” This means that 

while the reassuring words could clear things up for the girl, they can also give her more fear. They would do this by 

making the child think of the owl hunting prey and grabbing it with its claws and flying it away.  

Secondly, The History Teacher is very similar in the fact that it is giving a message to children and possibly 

teachers. This poem explains how a history teacher is telling his kids softened versions of history, by saying things 

such as “he told them the Ice Age was really just the chilly age” (lines 2-3). It talks about how he does this in order 

to protect his student’s innocence; he doesn’t want them to see darkness in the world. However, it goes on to say that 

after his class his students are going onto the playground and bullying weaker, smarter children. This shows that 

these children aren’t really innocent, and by not showing them the real history they are not learning anything from it.  

Clearly these poems are giving very similar messages. They both have adults telling children things and 

show how this does not work out sometimes. In A Barred Owl a young girl can be told words meant to reassure her, 

but they can also just make her more fearful. In The History Teacher children are told censored versions of historic 

events and so they are not learning and they are not having their innocence protected but if anything they are bullies 

because they don’t see consequences in their actions. Both poems have children told things and then these things are 

taken the opposite way they are meant to be. The message of these poems could be to be careful what you tell 

children, it may not be taken correctly, you should just tell them the truth.  

As well as this, both of these poems use figurative language in order to get their message across. In A 

Barred Owl, imagery is used in order to set a more unsettling tone. The author says things such as “the warping 

night air” (line 1) and “bourn up to some dark branch and eaten raw.” (line 12). The History Teacher also uses 

imagery by saying “walked home past flower beds and white picket fences” (lines 18-19). This imagery shows a 

peaceful suburban neighborhood, which helps to create a lighter tone and show these children living in a safe place 

far away from the scary subjects they are being protected from, which shows how sheltered they are.  



Also, the main ways these poems are different are in their tone. A Barred Owl has a spookier, more 

unsettling tone which is shown by its imagery as discussed. Meanwhile, The History Teacher has a lighter more 

cheery tone by giving silly things that the teacher tells his students like saying that the Boer War was just people 

making their enemies fall asleep with long, boring stories. While these tones are clearly opposite, they both give 

different aspects of the same message, lies told to children may not have the effect you meant them to. So while A 

Barred Owl shows this is accidentally scaring a child and The History Teacher does it by making children bullies to 

those seen as weaker than them, they both accomplish the same goal. 

In conclusion, A Barred Owl and The History Teacher both use their tone, allusions, and imagery to tell the 

message that lies told to children may have unintended effects. This shows how the poems A Barred Owl and The 

History are alike and different and use figurative language to make their point. 

  



C 

The poems “A Barred Owl”, by Richard Wilbur, and “The History Teacher”, by Billy Collins, both deal 

with the explanation of events to children, using the similarities with the topic of censorship and some literary 

devices, as well as differences in their views of the usage of censorship among the youth. 

 “A Barred Owl” is about a child filled with fear with the distant sound of an owl in the night. Her parents 

assure her that there is nothing to fear, though the imagery of the events are quite terrifying. “The warping night air 

having brought the boom Of an owl’s voice into her darkened room…” (lines 1 and 2) This line is already gives a 

rather scary feel for the reader, though the censorship of the parents later on, where they tell the child that it is 

nothing but a bird pondering a question, helps to calm the girl’s nerves in which she did not fear the creature 

anymore. “Words, which can make our terrors bravely clear, Can also thus domesticate a fear…” (lines 7 and 8) 

This means that the words, or censorship, of the parents had created a calming, fearless experience for the child, and 

should be used for the youth so they do not fear what may come and harm them, instead living as carefree as a child 

should. 

 The History Teacher is about a man who teaches his students history in a more censored fashion, doing 

everything he can to protect their youth and innocence, only for them to ruin it themselves when they torment the 

weaker in the playground. The text uses lots of allusion to more tragic events in history and the text would be hard to 

understand without such knowledge. “The Spanish Inquisition” ( in line 7) is referred to as an era of asking 

questions, and The Enola Gay was referred to as just dropping one atom on Japan, in lines 12-13. The text leads to a 

rather detailed section that uses imagery in lines 14 through 19. “The children would leave his classroom  for the 

playground to torment the weak and the smart, mussing up their hair and breaking their glasses while he gathered up 

his notes and walked home past flower beds and white picket fences…” The imagery of the children getting 

harassed shows that the censorship did nothing for the students and instead, hurt them more than anything. Had they 

experienced the stories with little to no censorship, they could have learned from the mistakes of the past and 

became better people.  

 Ultimately, the two pieces of literature dealt with the idea of censorship, the usage of allusion and imagery 

helping to explain their differing opinions of the matter. “The Barred Owl”, which was heavily for censorship, and 

“The History Teacher”, which was heavily against censorship, both had similar feels in their writing and did an 

overall good job at explaining their purposes of writing and expressing their opinions to the reader clearly.  



D 

 Adults commonly give false information to their children in order to provide explanations. The poems The 

History Teacher and A Barred Owl both relate to the idea of parents providing explanations for children however, 

their ways of going about this idea have differences as well as similarities. The poets have similarities and 

differences in their points, as well as the literary devices used to support the main idea. 

 To begin, the poems have a shared concept when it comes to the author’s point. The main idea both poems 

try to establish is giving false information to children in order to protect their innocence. In The History Teacher, the 

author directly states, “Trying to protect his students’ innocence…” (line 1). Right off the bat, the intentions of the 

adult are established. The teacher doesn’t want to provide accurate detail to historical events to protect the childrens’ 

innocence due to the fact that history can be extremely brutal and overwhelmingly upsetting to a younger audience. 

In A Barred Owl, the poet entails, “We tell the wakened child that all she heard was an odd question from a forest 

bird…” (lines 3-4). This shows that the adults lied about the intentions of the owl in order to protect the child and 

ease her fear. Both scenarios give clear depictions of the adults’ reasonings to lying to children. Both poems also use 

similar literary devices, specifically tone, to depict their author’s point. In The History Teacher, the author states, 

“Trying to protect his students’ innocence…” (line 1). The tone of this is very hopeful, optimistic, and light hearted. 

Also in A Barred Owl, the poet entails, “We tell the wakened child that all she heard was an odd question from a 

forest bird…” (lines 3-4). The tone here is also light hearted and reassuring. Both poems use a light hearted tone to 

show their point of providing children with explanations. 

 However, the result of the intentions of the adults conflict with each other. The end of each poem’s point 

differs on the impact of the children. In The History Teacher, it is depicted that, “The children would leave his 

classroom for the playground to torment the weak and the smart…” (lines 14-16). This shows the children act in a 

negative way due to the adult’s actions. The students not understanding morals and right from wrong is due to the 

fact of not learning history and repeating past mistakes without knowing the consequences. This shows the end of 

the point in this poem is that trying to protect children by withholding information can cause more harm than good. 

On the other end of the spectrum, it is stated in A Barred Owl that, “An send a small child back to sleep at night…” 

(line 9). This shows the child was able to ease her fears and go back to sleep due to the fact that the adults, 

presumably her parents, gave faulty information. The ending point in this scenario shows that protecting a child’s 

innocence by lying can do good and protect from harm. 



Both ending points contrast in the intention’s effectiveness. The poems also use different literary devices to separate 

their points.  In The History Teacher, it is detailed that, “The children would leave his classroom for the playground 

to torment the weak and the smart…” (lines 14-16). The literary device of personification is used to show the 

extremeness of the situation. It is stated in A Barred Owl that, “An send a small child back to sleep at night…” (line 

9). The poem uses diction here to display the true effectiveness of the intentions. 

In conclusion, adults commonly give false information to their children in order to provide explanations. 

The poems The History Teacher and A Barred Owl both relate to the idea of parents providing explanations for 

children however, their ways of going about this idea have differences as well as similarities. The poets have 

similarities and differences in their points, as well as the literary devices used to support the main idea. 

  



E 

 There are many different ways an author can express the point of a piece of writing. In the “Barred Owl” 

and “The History Teacher”, both authors use literary devices to make their point more clear. With the use of these 

devices, they were able to help the reader better understand the deeper meaning and symbolism of the poems.  

 In the poem “The History Teacher”, the author uses imagery to further his story. In the poem, the narrator 

is trying to convey the idea that the teaching methods of a history teacher are not right and almost comical in a 

sense. He tells the story of a teacher who understates all of the major events in history that he teaches. The teacher 

tells the students that, “the Ice Age was really just the Chilly Age, a period of a million years when everyone just 

had to wear sweaters” and “The Stone Age became the Gravel Age”. He did this to try and shelter his students from 

violence and the reality of what goes on in the world, however, it does not do all that much because the students go 

out and bully other kids despite the teachers efforts to keep violence out of their lives. At the end of the poem the 

author says, “while he gathered up his notes and walked home passed flower beds and white picket fences,” this 

statement gives the image that the teacher wants to be in this perfect or idealistic world and keep the children from 

reality even though his efforts have already failed he still continues. 

 Additionally, in the “Barred Owl”, the author uses the same technique that is making the point stronger 

with literary devices, just in a different way. In this poem, the author uses personification and imagery to help 

convey his point. In the first stanza, the author states, “of an owl’s voice into her darkened room”. The use of 

imagery with the words “darkened room” help to visualize the setting and give off a dark or scared tone. This helps 

the reader to better identify with the purpose of the poem because it assists in explaining the part of the poem in 

which the subject is scared of the outside noises. Another device used is personification which is evident when the 

author says, ‘“Who cooks for you?” and then “Who cooks for you?”’ which is giving the owl the ability to talk. The 

use of personification in this sense helps the story create a better connection with not only the reader but also the 

character in the story.  

 Different uses of different literary devices can be used to accomplish the same task, which in this case is 

helping the author get his point across more efficiently. With the use of personification and imagery within the 

poems, it helps the reader to understand what is going on and to visualize the story in a way that is beneficial to the 

comprehension of the writing. Literary devices are very important in helping better a story.  

  



F 

 Poems are a unique form of literature that authors can use to tell a story or to relay a message. In 

some ways authors use the same literary devices or ideas to get their point across, but every piece has its differences. 

In the poems “The History Teacher” and “The Barred Owl” the authors provide explanations for children in a 

different, yet similar manner. 

 The two poems mentioned above have a handful of similarities. They both allude to messages 

about children's innocence, which is achieved through several different literary devices. One device that is used in 

both poems is imagery. In “The Barred Owl” imagery is seen in lines 9 through 12, showing how the “forest bird” 

that she was told not to be scared of, could actually be quite a bit scary. In “The History teacher” imagery is used in 

lines 18 and 19 to show the picture of a “picture perfect house” and the “american dream” to show that despite living 

and growing up around and in good homes, kids still don't really have their innocence, as seen a few lines before. 

 Although there are some similarities between the two poems, they each also have their differences. 

One noticeable difference between the two poems is that “The History Teacher” lacks a rhyme scheme, while “The 

Barred Owl” contains an aa,bb,..etc rhyme scheme. Both poems are also on opposing sides of the argument of: 

should we protect children's innocence? The author of “The History Teacher” believes that there should be no 

reason to try to protect children's innocence because they were never really innocent to begin with. He conveys this 

through the silly wordplay used throughout the poem which turns actual, often graphic, historical events into 

comical scenarios that never actually happened, which is said at the beginning to “protect the children's innocence”, 

however in lines 14 through 17, the children that the teacher in the story teaches go out to the playground and 

proceed to terrorize and beat up other kids, which is even downplayed in the poem, revealing that the children were 

never really innocent to begin with. However in “The Barred Owl” the author believes that, to a certain extent, we 

do need to protect children's innocence so they don’t live their lives in complete fear. This is shown through the tone 

shift from a warm and comforting tone in the beginning, to a kind of dark and ominous tone at the end. And due to 

the comfort and warmth at the beginning of the poem, the child was able to sleep through the dark and scary night.  

 There are several similarities and differences between the poems “The Barred Owl” and “The 

History Teacher” , however they each carry important messages.  

  



G 

 In society, children are always looked at with a sense of innocence. Children may not always 

know the full truth about something, and most of the time, there is a reason. Adults try to maintain this innocence for 

as long as they can because they don’t want to see these children grow up. However, it is the adults of society, such 

as parents and teachers, that are given the responsibility to teach the children that there is evil in this world so as to 

prepare them for the future. There is a difference between innocence and ignorance and the way these two authors 

use literary devices to make their point, while also developing a similar theme, show us this difference.  

 I believe that the messages of both poems are very similar. Both poems convey that as a society, 

the adults try to maintain a child’s innocence until they no longer can. Both authors have the subjects of their poems 

tell lies to children so they don’t know the truth because they believe it will keep them safe and they’ll maintain their 

innocence. They both do this by showing the audience both the lie and the truth. However, they do this in different 

ways. Richard Wilbur uses a very direct approach in “A Barred Owl” which showed to be very effective. He 

juxtaposed the lie to the cold, hard truth. In the first stanza, the parent figure tells the child that the Owl flew in to 

ask, ““Who cooks for you?” and then “Who cooks for you?”. The purpose of the parent figure telling the child this 

was to make sure the child wouldn’t be frightened and could sleep peacefully. The audience finds out this is a lie in 

the next stanza when Wilbur uses intense imagery to show the true, evil nature of the owl. He says, “of some small 

things in a claw Borne up to some dark branch and eaten raw.” On the other hand, Collins uses allusions to let the 

audience know the message of the poem. He alludes to catastrophes in history that are commonly known, but he 

sticks the lie in there as well. For example, he says the “Enola Gay* dropped one tiny atom on Japan.” and “the Ice 

Age was really just the Chilly Age”. He made these allusions because he wants the reader to see the extreme 

understatements being made by the “teacher” because he wants the audience to understand that the teacher was 

protecting their innocence by using well-known, violent parts of history and making them almost comical.  

 Both poems convey a similar message but they are teaching different lessons. The audience can 

make this inference because both authors show the outcome of the children in the poem. In “A Barred Owl”, Wilbur 

uses imagery to show the lie told to him by the parent actually helped him in this situation. He says, “And send a 

small child back to sleep at night Not listening for the sound of stealthy flight”. This helps the reader understand that 

lies can sometimes be a good thing because it can help a child be free of fear. On the other hand, Collins uses 

imagery to paint a picture in the audiences head of not very innocent children, despite the “teachers” efforts to 



preserve the very thing they are lacking. He says, “The children would leave his classroom for the playground to 

torment the weak and the smart, mussing up their hair and breaking their glasses”. This very clearly shows the 

audience that the teacher is only hurting the children by keeping the real information from them. Now, they are 

children lacking innocence, but who also aren’t learning from mistakes already made in history. This leads us to the 

message of the poem, which is ignorance vs. innocence. 

 Both Wilbur and Collins reflect how society tries to preserve the innocence of children. The 

difference between the two poems being, Wilbur shows how it can be a good thing and Collins portrays how it can 

be a bad thing that could end up damaging the children and therefore society.  

 

 

 

 

  



H 

Poems for children are commonly gripping with numerous literary devices in order to catch the reader's 

attention and get their point across.  This is especially true for very similar poems “A Barred Owl” and “The History 

Teacher”.  Both of these poems are alike and unique throughout their use of devices such as tone, imagery, 

personification, and even allusions.  “A Barred Owl” and “The History Teacher” are similar and unique for their use 

of literary devices to provide their explanations for the readers. 

These poems contrast through different utilizations of literary devices.  The Poem “A Barred Owl” uses a 

sort of gloomy, almost fearful tone in its descriptions of the owl while establishing a scene.  It also uses some darker 

imagery in phrases like “eaten raw” that don’t appeal to the lighter narrative in the history class with an obvious 

school day setting.  This poem also uses a lot of personification when describing the dark, outdoor setting past the 

child’s window to really show how the child makes the scene terrifying in her own mind, even though the parents 

know there is nothing to fear. 

The poem “The History Teacher” also has its own specialized uses of literary devices.  One device that this 

specific poem used that “A Barred Owl” did not include was that of allusion.  There were many references to 

famous tragedies such as the ice age or the War of Roses that were, in this case, being vastly sugar coated for the 

children in the poem.  Raw content was on display with “A Barred Owl” to establish the a point of not letting your 

fears overcome you while the purpose of “The History Teacher”, not ignoring fearful tragedies of the past, was 

shown by noticeably excluding raw content in the lessons and showing the effect of the lessons by having the kids 

become bullies. 

Although the two poems contrast greatly, they also carry very prevalent similarities.  Both poems use 

literary devices like imagery and tone, although sometimes utilized in a different fashion, to explain the setting and 

present the purposes.  The picket fence scene in the poem is described for tone just as well as the creepy forest 

outside of the house, even though they carry two opposite moods.  Also, both poems carry important themes 

involving fear for children, one showing the importance of it in history lessons, and the other showing to not blow 

things out of proportion. 

In conclusion, both poems carry similarities and differences throughout the use of their literary devices, 

descriptions, feelings, and themes.  Some devices used inversely for the same purpose, whie some devices like 



personification or allusion used in only one of each poem.  Both poems are successful in getting their message 

across despite their differences and utilized the devices perfectly.  

  



I 

The two poems “A Barred Owl” and “The History Teacher” both have the purpose of explaining topics of 

ideas to children. In “A Barred Owl” the author uses a lot of imagery to explain topics to children while in “The 

History Teacher” the author uses metaphors to explain topics towards the children. The main uses of literary devices 

within both of these poems are imagery, metaphors, and diction. 

To start off with, imagery is presented a lot in “A Barred Owl” and at some points in “The History 

Teacher”. In “A Barred Owl” examples of imagery are “The warping night air having brought the boom” (line 1) to 

where this line describes the scenery being set by describing the scene. This would relate to the author’s point of 

explaining topics to children as the author is trying to make the scene sound as simple as possible. In “The History 

Teacher” the author uses imagery such as “and the Enola Gay* dropped one tiny atom on Japan” (lines 12-13). This 

imagery describes the scene of a reference to the atomic bomb being dropped on Japan, but on a smaller scale. 

While both passages use imagery, “A Barred Owl” uses it to set up a scene while “The History Teacher” uses it to 

describe a scene. This relates to the author’s use of imagery to make his point as he is using imagery to say that the 

bombing on Japan was not that big and is being compared to the size of an atom. 

Next, metaphors have been used throughout “The History Teacher” and a few times in “A Barred Owl”. In 

“The History Teacher”, the author uses metaphors such as “the Chilly Age, a period of a million years when 

everyone had to wear sweaters”(lines 3-4) for the connotation of Ice Age. The Ice age was a point in time where 

everything was frozen, and the author uses Chilly Age as a connotation. The Chilly Age being described here is a 

point in time to where everything was cold in general. This is related to the use of literary devices to get to his point 

as the Chilly Age is more understandable to children than the Ice Age. In “A Barred Owl” the author says “Words, 

which can make our terrors bravely clear, Can also thus domesticate a fear.” (lines 7-8) These lines show the 

comparison of the use of words to actually making someone scared. The author goes on to say that words can show 

what we are afraid of and being afraid can then form a fear in people. Even when both poems use metaphors, “A 

Barred Owl” uses metaphors to compare words to fears while “The History Teacher” uses it to describe an event in 

history. This related to the use of literary devices of making his point as he is using this metaphor to say that words 

can also create fears. 

In addition, diction is very distinct within both of the poems. In “A Barred Owl” a lot of rhyme schemes 

have been used. For example, in lines one to two, the author says “The warping night air having brought the boom 



Of an owl’s voice into her darkened room,” (lines 1-2) This use of diction by using rhyme scheme makes it easier 

for children to understand literature. This relates to the author’s point as their entire point is to explain topics to 

children, and to explain them easier is through the use of rhyme schemes. In “The History Teacher” the author uses 

simple terms for making the poem easier for children to understand. In lines three to four, the author says “the Chilly 

Age, a period of a million years when everyone had to wear sweaters.”(lines 3-4). These lines show the author’s use 

of diction and word choice to make a topic easier to explain to children. When both poems use diction, “A Barred 

Owl” uses rhyme scheme to make the poem easier to understand while “The History Teacher” uses word choice to 

make the topic easier to understand. This relates to the author’s point as using simple words can make it easier for 

children to understand topics. 

In conclusion, both of these poems contain literary devices that explain topics towards children. The main 

use of literary devices used throughout both poems are imagery, metaphor, and diction. The author’s use of literary 

devices have been used primarily throughout the entirety of both poems. The purpose of both of these poems is to 

explain topics which are complicated in simple terms making it easier for children to understand. 

  



J 

In the poems The History Teacher and The Barred Owl adults try to find ways to explain unpleasant 

situations to children. While the specific situations differ greatly, the adults in each poem are trying to maintain a 

sense of innocence within the children through their explanations. These poems are similar and different in many 

ways which is made evident through each poets’ use of literary devices such as imagery and personification. 

The two poems are very similar in their overall idea of adults trying to protect children’s innocence by 

explaining things in ways that are not true or accurate. However, the devices each poet uses to describe the lies 

being told differ. In The History Teacher, Collins uses a series of hyperboles such as “the Ice Age was really just the 

Chilly Age, a period of a million years when everyone had to wear sweaters” and “the Enola Gay dropped one tiny 

atom on Japan”  to explain the many exaggerated statements the teacher uses to describe historical events to his 

students. The teacher does not want to tell his students what actually happened because it was very harsh and 

unpleasant to talk about. In The Barred Owl, however, Wilbur uses personification to explain the adults’ lie to the 

awoken child. The adults tell her that the noise is just “an odd question from a forest bird” asking “Who cooks for 

you?” The poets utilize different literary devices to depict the ways in which the adults choose to pacify the children. 

Additionally, both poems use imagery to help the reader picture each scene. Stereotypically idealistic 

imagery like “flower beds and white picket fences” is used in The History Teacher to describe the lifestyle of the 

teacher. He chooses to surround himself with utopian things much like the lies he tells his students. In The Barred 

Owl imagery is used to establish setting through words like “her darkened room” which helps justify the child’s 

initial fear. 

While the two poems are very similar in the sense that the adults lied to the children to maintain their 

innocence, the ways in which each poet establishes this message vary. The poems’ uses of hyperbole, 

personification, and imagery establish their similarities and differences. 

  



K 

When looking at a poem one may dig into each stanza, phrase, and literary device, while others just like the 

fact that they rhyme. In the poems A Barred Owl and The History Teacher, they share very similar and different 

qualities that make them unique.  

   First off, both poems contain a basic storyline that involves teaching children a lesson of some sort. In 

The History Teacher, it discusses how an educator is teaching his students inaccurate information about events in 

history. One can infer that he is doing this to keep them from knowing the harsh terrors of the real world. In Barred 

Owl, it is set in the evening at a family home, a young girl is frightened as she keeps hearing noises from her 

window. Her parents/ guardians, tell her to basically relax as it is just a simple bird in the forest. They don’t want her 

to scare herself just by simply not knowing what lurks in the darkness. The Barred Owl also includes a rhyme 

scheme in its stanzas to add to a child-like effect. The History Teacher contains no rhyme scheme as it just contains 

its educational story.  

  Moving on, The Barred Owl utilizes imagery to help create its eerie tone and to deliver its message. 

Throughout the stanzas Wilbur uses phrases like,”...warping air having brought the boom,” and “Not listening for 

the sound of a stealthy flight,”. These quotes contain dark adjectives to give it the gloomy tone. When looking at the 

main message of teaching the little girl, the author states it right in the beginning of the second stanza,”Words, 

which can make our terrors bravely clear, Can also thus domesticate a fear,” this is what the parents are trying to 

teach the young girl. They want her to stay calm in this situation even though the world around her is dark and scary, 

hence the reason Wiblur uses such dark imagery to help portray the scene and the girls emotions around her parents. 

  Finally, The History Teacher is written with a significant amount of irony to help convey its message. The 

educator in this poem feels as though it is the right thing to protect his young students from learning about the terrors 

and bad events that have occurred in our history. The teacher changes the main messages behind each of these 

events to make them seem light and airy. For example,  in the poem it states,”...he told them the Ice Age was really 

just the Chilly Age, a period of a million years when everyone had to wear sweaters.” This shows that the children 

are getting inaccurate information that will give them nothing in life. By protecting them from the real world they 

will be fragile human beings, not strong enough to handle the truth. It also says in the poem that the educator’s 

students would,”.. leave his classroom for the playground to torment the weak and the smart.” This is a perfect 

example of showing that not only does his irony not teach the students anything, but his students are turning towards 



violence when it comes to social settings such as being at recess on a playground. This method was ineffective and 

the irony in this poem conveys the message due to the end result. 

  In conclusion both of these poems contain literary devices to help convey a message about teaching 

children. Although both poems contain similarities and differences, they contain the same basic message. 
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